Master Plan Elements

4.2 Agriculture Element

4.2.1 Existing Trends

The North Valley and Village have been losing significant
amounts of agricultural land over the past 30 years due to
development. Irrigated acreage in the Rio Grande Valley
(Bernalillo to Isleta) declined by 44% to 11,500 acres
between 1955 and 1993. Bernalillo County had
approximately 10,600 acres of irrigated acreage in 1995.

According to the North Valley Plan, the entire North Valley
area lost 410 acres between 1976 and 1989 with 1,081
acres remaining in production. The Los Ranchos area lost
more than 100 acres of farmland during the period. Another
indicator of the loss of agriculture are from Bernalillo
County Assessor records. According to the North Valley
Area Plan, 2,600 acres were tax-exempt under the
Creenbelt Tax Assessment Law in 1987. By 1990, only
1,100 acres qualified. Approximately 400 acres of land are
classified as agriculture by Bernalillo County. Exhibit 4-1-2
illustrates agriculture and agricultural/residential uses in the
Village.

Irrigated acreage in the Rio Grande Valley (Bernalillo to
Isleta) declined by 44% to 11,500 acres between 1955 and

1993. Bernalillo County had approximately 10,600 acres of |

irrigated acreage in 1995. The number of farms in the
county actually increased between 1982 and 1992 from
433 to 504.

Farming as a way of life has not been taken up by the
younger generation. Agricultural economics have changed
during the past generation, making it difficult for most small
farmers to make a living. Refrigerated trucking allows most
produce to be shipped in from out-of-state. Most farmers
have resorted to growing alfalfa or other low-priced crops.
However, markets can be created for specialty crops and
organic herbs, fruits and vegetables. A local growers market
is becoming increasingly popular to residents in the Village
and North Valley. More grocers are beginning carry locally
grown produce and organic and specialty crops.
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Greenbelt Tax Assessment
Law (NMSA 7-36-20)
Designed to preserve
agricultural land in the state by
granting a tax abatement to
property owners.

Regulations for property tax

exemption are:

* Minimum lot size of 1.0
acres (.5 acre is deducted for
a home. Improvements are
valued separately)

* Demonstrated agricultural
use such as federal tax forms,
statement of labor and
material charges, affadavit
from the property owner

In the North Valley, lands
which qualify for the program
are wetlands and irrigable
lands. Irrigable lands are
assessed at $500 an acre.
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Issues identified at the
Imaging Workshops and in
community surveys as well
as by the Citizens Advisory
Planning Committee are
provided in the Appendix.
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