Open Expanses

...

Issues identified at the
Imaging Workshops and in
community surveys as well
as by the Citizens Advisory
Planning Committee are
provided in the Appendix.

Master Plan Elements

4.4 Environment and Open Expanses
Element

4.4.1 Existing Trends

~ 4.4.1.1  The Rio Grande Bosque

The Rio Grande is one of the few riparian habitats and the
largest remaining cottonwood forest in the southwestern
United States. Approximately 1,000 acres of the Rio
Grande Bosque borders Los Ranchos to the west. This area
is now part of the Rio Grande Valley State Park, authorized
in 1983. In 1985, the State of New Mexico and the city of

. Albuquerque signed a management agreement which gives
; the city’s Open Space Division responsibility for

maintenance of the park.

Population growth throughout the metropolitan area and
surrounding areas has increased the demand for recreational
use of the State Park and has placed pressures on the river
bosque. Another threat is the spread of hardy exotic plants,
such as salt cedar, tamarisk, and russian olive trees which
interfere with the propagation of native species.

4.4.1.2 Vegetation and Wildlife

The natural vegetation and wildlife communities in the Los
Ranchos area have been heavily influenced by the nearby
Rio Grande and the reconstruction of the area since the
MRGCD began in the 1920's. Vegetative communities
include:

* Riparian Woodland - The dominant tree in this
community is the Rio Grande cottonwood, which occurs
in extensive stands throughout the river area and along
canals. Willows, tamarisks, and russian olives are also
quite common. Plants associated with this community
include New Mexico olive, Canada wild rye, foxtail,
Virginia creeper, sunflower, spiney aster, kochia, globe
mallow, sand dropseed, muhly, yerba, mansa, salt grass,
lambs quarters and lue weed. The bosque provides a
habitat for large numbers of wildlife species, many of
which are rare outside of it. In particular, there are a
great variety of riparian bird species, some occurring at
very high densities.
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